
In Support of H.R. 1129, for the Construction, Operation, and Maintenance of the Lemay Connector Road

    

Mr. CARNAHAN. Chairman Oberstar, thank you and Ranking Member Mica and the gentleman
from Wisconsin here today for working with me to move this important legislation along. Also,
special thanks to your staff and committee staff on both sides that have been helpful in moving
this legislation. On behalf of myself and the citizens the Third District in Missouri, I want to thank
them all.

  

   This bill, H.R. 1129, means a great deal to the congressional district I represent in Lemay, St.
Louis County, Missouri. It will allow the construction, maintenance and operation of a road to a
community in South St. Louis County hard hit by the great flood of 1993. This Lemay Connector
Road, as it is called, is vital to the long-term recovery of that community. It will bring badly
needed jobs and tax revenues to the area, support the cleanup of brownfields sites, and create
new parks and recreational opportunities. 

  

   The transformation taking place in this area is the type communities dream about, turning
environmentally contaminated idle property into hundreds of millions of dollars in economic
development, thousands of new jobs, and wonderful recreational opportunities alongside a
national treasure, the Mississippi River. 

  

   In 1993, Lemay, Missouri, just south of St. Louis, was hard hit by the flood of 1993. In the
aftermath, Community Development Block Grant funds were used to acquire certain parcels of
land which carried with them FEMA deed restrictions. St. Louis County has since acquired the
land, but deed restrictions still apply. 

  

   Years ago, this area was home to businesses providing thousands of jobs for this community.
Unfortunately, by-products heavily polluted the area, and since the closure of businesses, four
specific sites, including the former National Lead Site, which closed in 1978, the Carondolet
Coke site, which closed in 1992, the Stupp Brothers site, which closed in 1998, and the National
Imaging and Mapping Agency site, closed in 1994, have since been designated as brownfields.
Thankfully, clean up and redevelopment of the land will come to fruition as the Lemay connector
road is built. 

  

   Since 1993, the Federal Government has invested more than $33 million in South St. Louis
City and County region for the purpose of revitalizing these communities. In addition, the State
and local community have come together to plan the redevelopment of this area. Plans include
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new businesses, which will generate thousands of new jobs, a bandshell, ice skating rink,
bowling alley, multi-screen movie complex, a new county park with soccer and baseball fields.
The proposed Lemay connector road will provide access to all this, the four abandoned
brownfield sites, and complete the link to the Great Rivers Greenway regional ring of trails. 

  

   In 2003, the Missouri Department of Transportation conducted a federally funded survey with
regard to the area and decided it was one of the top priorities for the region. 

  

   The planned road is authorized by this legislation and has been identified by means of an
environmental assessment as the environmentally preferred route. 

  

   The road is considered safe by the Missouri Department of Transportation, has been
endorsed by its officials, and also the local police and fire departments, because it will enable
city and county to reduce first responder times. Most importantly, the planned road has the
unwavering support of community leaders. 

  

   In addition to the public access benefits already stated, the road will include dedicated bicycle
paths and sidewalks, and provide improved access to schools, community institutions and
parks, and I want to name a few in the area: Hancock Place School District, Notre Dame High
School, Metropolitan Sewer District, St. Louis Enterprise Center in South County, Lemay Child
and Family Center, Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery, and a park and planned military
history complex. In addition, park areas include the Black Forest Park, Lemay Park, and the
Great Rivers regional system of interconnected parks and trails. 

  

   The bill costs the Federal Government nothing. The cost of the road will be incurred by the
county in cooperation with local developers. This legislation has broad bipartisan support in
Missouri and here in the Congress among our congressional delegation, including my Missouri
colleague on the Transportation Committee, Mr. Graves. The legislation specifically authorizes
the Lemay connective road to be built over deed-restricted parcels of land. 

  

   In an attempt to avoid the same disastrous consequences of the flood of 1993, the bill
requires the county to take appropriate flood mitigation efforts upon constructing the road. It is
the intent of Congress that prior to constructing the road, adjacent or nearby land of
approximately equal size and value of the easement necessary to build the road, about 0.3
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acres, will be designated for open space, recreational use, or wetlands management. 

  

   Finally, consistent with existing law, the Federal Government will not be liable for any flooding
caused by the construction, maintenance and operation of the road. 

  

   My colleagues, this is a good bill that will have remarkably positive impacts on the Lemay
community in Missouri. I urge your support and passage of H.R. 1129. 

  

   I want to conclude by giving special thanks to our St. Louis County executive, Charlie Dooley,
and his staff in St. Louis County, and all those working with the county for their impressive work
on this project. 

  

   I can't wait to travel on the new Lemay connector road, to take a tour of the newly opened
businesses, community center, and take a bike ride along the Great Rivers Greenway. 
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